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Laryngoscopy vs. Optical Stylet vs. Optical Laryngoscope (Airtraq) for
Extubation Evaluation.
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Evaluation of the difficult airway before extubation is valuable due to altered anatomy or
limitations that may hinder the reintubation process.

The Shikani scope improved the ability to observe the otherwise hidden periglottic structures
due to a limited “line of sight”. However, the Airtraq offered a wide angle (panoramic)
view of the periglottic structure regardless of the extent of swelling or edema or any
limitation of a restricted “line of sight”.

In this small data collection, the Airtraq performed extremely well compared to standard
laryngoscopy and an optical stylet.

Table 1. Glottic View by Airway Device
Grade I view  |Grade II View  |Grade III view Grade IV view
DL alone 1 2 2 10
DL-Shikan1i |9 4
Airtraq 15 0
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